The Birth of Christ

Does the Bible tell us when Christ was born? 

For years, I have heard it said that the Bible does not tell us when Christ was born. Some months ago, I decided to study out the subject and was surprised to find that it does! I am not sharing this information with you to discourage you from celebrating Christ's birth in December. I encourage you to celebrate our Lord everyday. I am sharing this information, because, God's people need to see the significance of the birth of our Lord. It is also important to understand that God is a God of order. He did not come in the flesh, in the person of Christ, on some random day. We will see how specific that day was. 

To uncover the date in which our Lord was born, we have to do a little reasoning and a little digging. Because of recent information, I will refrain from using the winter argument regarding the shepherds abiding in the field, with their flocks. Apparently, December in that part of the country can be relatively mild and so it would have been possible for the shepherds to abide in the field. Instead, we will look at some specific details that help us determine the time of year and even the very day!

Luke 2:1  And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. 

The first thing we notice is that Joseph had returned to Bethlehem to be taxed accordingly. In this culture, taxing would have followed the harvest. The government taxed the people when they had the most to tax. This eliminates Christ's birth being in the early part of the year, but, even this information is unnecessary in determining the time of birth.  

The key to determining the time line is found in Luke chapter 1. Notice this verse:

Luke 1:5  There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. 

In this verse, we have the information to begin to unravel the time line. “The course of Abia” is the key to this mystery. The Levitical priesthood worked in “shifts” during their service. Zacharias was serving during the course of Abia. 1 Chronicles 24, indicates that Abijah (Abia) was the 8th course. I Chronicles 9 and 2 Chronicles 23, inform us that these courses lasted one week. They were to be from Sabbath to Sabbath. During Holy weeks, all the priests would serve and therefore the “course” of service would be readjusted. Therefore, with approximately 2 Holy weeks preceding Zacharias service, he would have served the 10th week. According to the Jewish calendar, this would put him serving in the temple, during the month of Sivan. That is equivalent to our time period of May to June. 

During his service, Zacharias was told that his wife Elizabeth would bear him a son and he would call his name John. This was John the baptist. It is here that we make some safe assumptions. We can assume that Zacharias fulfilled the remainder of his service in the temple. We can also assume that Elizabeth probably conceived sometime, shortly after that. With this, we can project that Elizabeth would have conceived the following month, which was Tammuz. (June) Now, what does all this have to do with the birth of Christ? 

The latter portion of Luke chapter 1, teaches us that Christ was conceived 6 months after John. (Luke 1:23-26) This means that Christ was conceived the month of Tevet. (December) Now, I am quite confident that Christ was not born early or late. Again, God is the God of order. It was in the “fullness of time” that God sent His son. He was made of a woman, made under the Law, to redeem them that were under the Law. (Gal 4:4) Therefore, simply counting 9 months from Tevet, lands us firmly on the month of Tishri. This would be the equivalent of our September. Interestingly enough, the word “Tishri” means “begin”. This is not a coincidence. 

Here's another interesting fact. There are only 2 months of significance in the book of Leviticus. Individual reoccurring days are listed, but, only 2 months are named. Those months are the first and the seventh. Our Lord was crucified the first month of the Jewish year. What month do you think is Tishri? That's right. It's the seventh month. Now, how do we determine the actual day of our Lord's birth? That takes a bit of assumption, but again, I believe we are on safe ground. 

There are 2 prevailing theories as to what day Christ was born on. The first theory is that Christ was born on the 15th day. This is significant, because, it is the Feast of Tabernacles. Many reference Revelation 21 as a verse to support this. 

Revelation 21:3  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 

I would have no problem of this being the actual day, but, I believe the day is even more significant. Again, God is the God of order. Christ was not born on the 4th day of the month, because, it holds no Scriptural significance. All other days can be eliminated by following this reasoning. 

I believe the day our Lord was born, was the 10th day of the seventh month! Notice what Scripture says regarding the 10th day.

Lev 23:26-32  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD. And ye shall do no work in that same day: for it is a day of atonement, to make an atonement for you before the LORD your God. For whatsoever soul it be that shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut off from among his people. And whatsoever soul it be that doeth any work in that same day, the same soul will I destroy from among his people. Ye shall do no manner of work: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings. It shall be unto you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in the ninth day of the month at even, from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath.

Do you think that God would have His Son come into the world without celebration? I think not! First of all, we find in Luke 2 that a great heavenly host celebrated the event! Would God ask any less of us? Imagine that day. The angels are singing. The heavens are rejoicing. And all throughout the land there would be the celebration of Atonement! What an amazing moment and welcome for our Lord's coming! Historically, the 10th day was also the day that they would crown a new king. What better day for the King of kings to be born! 

Am I advocating moving the celebration from December to September? No. I am advocating that we lift our voices in praise to our Redeemer every day that we live! What an amazing order of things for our Lord to perform. He was born in the month of beginnings and born on the day when all the land would rest in God's atonement. This is our watch. Let us prevent the rocks from crying out by lifting our voices in praise and adoration. The King has come. The Lamb of God was born. He fulfilled all that was spoken of Him, from His birth, to His crucifixion, to His resurrection! What a great God we serve. May the knowledge of His birth move us to serve Him more! Selah
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